Guaranteed Reads

Critical darlings and reader favorites that could come with a warranty if they weren’t already free!

General Fiction

Talk Before Sleep by Elizabeth Berg

The Effects of Light by Miranda Beverely-Whittemore

The Double Bind by Chris Bohjalian

The Da Vinci Code by Dan Brown

What Looks Like Crazy on an Ordinary Day by Pearl Cleage

Acceptance by Susan Coll

Prince of Tides by Pat Conroy

Must Love Dogs by Claire Cook

An Inconvenient Woman by Dominick Dunne

Peace Like a River by Leif Enger

Gonzalez & Daughter Trucking Co. by Maria Amparo Escandon

Then We Came to the End by Joshua Ferris

The Eyre Affair by Jasper Fforde

Bad Boy by Olivia Goldsmith

Bloodroot by Amy Greene

People’s Choice by Jeff Greenfield

Water for Elephants by Sara Gruen

Social Crimes by Jane Stanton Hitchcock

Seventh Heaven by Alice Hoffman

The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini

Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro

gods in Alabama by Joshilyn Jackson

The Bean Trees by Barbara Kingsolver

Mistral’s Daughter by Judith Krantz

The Girls by Lori Lansen
Where the Heart Is by Billie Letts

The Way Men Act by Elinor Lipman

The Road by Cormac McCarthy

Songcatcher by Sharyn McCrumb
Waiting to Exhale by Terry MacMillan

The Time Traveler’s Wife by Audrey Niffenegger

The Club Dumas by Arturo Perez-Reverte

My Sister’s Keeper by Jodi Picoult

Nineteen Minutes by Jodi Picoult

Julie and Romeo by Jeanne Ray

Blue Moon by Luanne Rice

Blue Smoke by Nora Roberts

Handyman by Carolyn See

The One that I Want by Allison Winn Scotch

The Thirteenth Tale by Diane Setterfield

The Art of Racing in the Rain by Garth Stein

The Help by Kathryn Stockett

Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan

Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood by Rebecca Wells

Historical Fiction

Fortune is a Woman by Elizabeth Adler

Tallgrass by Sandra Dallas

One Thousand White Women by Jim Fergus

Time and Again by Jack Finney

Outlander by Diana Gabaldon 

The Virgin’s Lover by Philippa Gregory

Memoirs of a Geisha by Arthur Golden

Mother Earth, Father Sky by Sue Harrison

I, Victoria by Cynthia Harrod-Eagles

Through a Glass Darkly by Karleen Koen

Charity Girl by Michael Lowenthal

Rhett Butler’s People by Donald McCraig

The Year the Horses Came by Mary Mackey

Dreaming the Bull by Manda Scott

Snow Flower and the Secret Fan by Lisa See

A Factory of Cunning by Philippa Stockley

Mystery

Where Are the Children? by Mary Higgins Clark

Deal Breaker by Harlan Coben

The Lincoln Lawyer by Michael Connelly

The Monkey’s Raincoat by Robert Crais

Persian Pickle Club by Sandra Dallas

Booked to Die by John Dunning

Anonymous Rex by Eric Garcia

What’s a Girl Gotta Do? By Sparkle Hayter

Native Tongue by Carl Hiaasen

Mystic River by Dennis Lehane

Drama City by George P. Pelecanos

Virgin of Small Plains by Nancy Pickard

Big Red Tequila by Rick Riordan

A Cool Breeze on the Underground by Don Winslow

Western

Trail of the Spanish Bit by Donald Coldsmith

Last Cattle Drive by Robert Day

St. Agnes’ Stand by Tom Eidson

Lonesome Dove by Larry McMurtry

Action/Adventure/Thriller

Sharp Teeth by Toby Barlow

Blue Heaven by C.J. Box
24/7 by Jim Brown

King Con by Stephen Cannell

Just One Look by Harlan Coben

Two Minute Rule by Robert Crais

Rising Sun by Michael Crichton

Courage Under Fire by Patrick Duncan

See Jane Run by Joy Fielding

Princess Bride by William Golding

The Firm by John Grisham

Guilty Pleasures by Laurell K. Hamilton

Silence of the Lambs by Thomas Harris

Heart-Shaped Box by Joe Hill

Ugly Duckling by Iris Johansen

Carrie by Stephen King

Shutter Island by Dennis Lehane

Out of Sight by Elmore Leonard

Practical Demon Keeping by Christopher Moore

Degree of Guilt by Richard North Patterson

Bad Monkeys by Kevin Phillips

7 Deadly Wonders by Matthew Reilly
If Tomorrow Comes by Sidney Sheldon

Monkeewrench by P.J. Tracy
Dawn Patrol by Don Winslow

Romance

Secrets of a Proper Lady by Victoria Alexander
A Matter of Class by Mary Balough

Forbidden Magic by Jo Beverley

Headhunters by Jules Bass

A Knight in Shining Armor by Jude Deveraux

Match me If You Can by Susan Elizabeth Phillips

Honest Illusions by Nora Roberts

Midnight Bayou by Nora Roberts

Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand by Helen Simonson

The Wishing Garden by Christy Yorke

Young Adult Books Adults will enjoy

Artemis Fowl by Eoin Cofer

Iron Man by Chris Crutcher

Whirligig by Paul Fleishman

Coraline by Neil Gaiman
Dead Girls Don’t Write Letters by Gail Giles

Looking for Alaska by John Greene

Like Sisters on the Homefront by Rita Garcia-Williams

The View from Saturday by E.L. Konigsberg

American Youth by Phil Lamarche

The Giver by Lois Lowry

Imani All Mine by Connie Porter

how i live now by Meg Rosoff

God Went to Beauty School by Cynthia Rylant

Holes by Louis Sachar

So Yesterday by Scott Westerfeld

Humor (recommend with care)

Infernal Affairs by Jane Heller

Bimbos of the Death Sun by Sharyn McCrumb

I’ll Take It by Paul Rudnick

One for the Money by Janet Evanovich

Handling Sin by Michael Malone

Captain Underpants by Dav Pilkey

King Dork by Frank Portman

Straight Man by Richard Russo

Science Fiction/Fantasy

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams

Total Recall by Piers Anthony

Peter and the Star Catchers by Dave Barry and Ridley Pearson
Magic Kingdom for Sale—Sold! by Terry Brooks Mists of Avalon by Marion Zimmer Bradley

Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card

Summerland by Michael Chabon
The Book of Lost Things by John Connolly

The Eyre Affair by Jasper Fforde

Anansi Boys by Neil Gaiman 

The Accidental Time Machine by Joe Haldeman
Mainspring by Jay Lake

Dragonriders of Pern by Anne McCaffrey

The Road by Cormac McCarthy

Outlaws of Sherwood by Robin McKinley

The Golden Nineties by Lisa Mason

The Speed of Dark by Elizabeth Moon

The Strange Adventures of Rangergirl by Tim Pratt
Callahan’s Crosstime Saloon by Spider Robinson

The Sparrow by Mary Doria Russell

The Godmother by Elizabeth Scarborough

The Doomsday Book by Connie Willis

To Say Nothing of the Dog by Connie Willis

Non-Fiction

Catch Me If You Can by Frank W. Abagnale

Brothel by Alexa Albert

Friday Night Lights by H.G. Bissinger

Free for All by Don Borchert

In Cold Blood by Truman Capote

One Helluva Ride by Liz Clarke

Waiterrant by Steve Dublanica

Nickel and Dimed: On Not Getting By in America by Barbara Ehrenreich

Next Man Up by John Feinstein

What’s the Matter with Kansas? by Thomas Frank

Color Stories by Mary Lisa Gavenas
Waiting: The True Confessions of a Waitress by Debra Ginsberg

A Civil Action by Jonathan Harr
Ten Thousand Sorrows by Elizabeth Kim
Into Thin Air by Jon Krakauer

Four Days to Glory by Mark Kreidler

Cod: A Biography of the Fish that Changed the World by Mark Kurlansky
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot

Devil in the White City by Erik Larson
Positively 5th Street by James McManus
Under the Tuscan Sun by Frances Mayes

Bringing Down the House by Ben Mezrich

Hidden Kitchens by Davia Nelson and Nikki Silva
The Cloister Walk by Kathleen Norris
Other People’s Dirt by Louise Rafkin
Stiff: The Curious Life of Human Cadavers by Mary Roach
The Prize Winner of Defiance, Ohio by Terry Ryan
Cleopatra by Stacy Schiff

Fast Food Nation by Eric Schlosser
Just Kids by Patti Smith

The Glass Castle by Jeanette Walls
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