What’s so great about this book?:
Determining a book’s appeal

Numerous elements go into articulating a book’s appeal to a reader. Use the following to create a profile for a book.

Pacing


Describes the speed of the book. Look for the length of sentences, paragraphs and chapters. Look for the amount of dialogue vs. the amount of description. Look for unusual plot elements, i.e. flashbacks, multiple points of view, multiple plotlines. If possible, identify the ending, i.e. open or closed, happy or sad.

Characterization


Describes the type of characters. Look for the length of time a character is developed—on the flyleaf, within the first chapter, during the course of the book, over several books. Look for important secondary characters. Look for novel’s focus on either one character or multiple characters.

Story Line

Describes the type of story. Notice where emphasis is, on either events, situations, or characters. Do characters or action drive the plot? Did the author intend to write a serious social commentary or lighthearted romance or dark comic mystery?

Frame


Describes time, place, and background of the book. Notice details of background. Does novel give reader a sense of place? Is description minimal to give reader a sense of location of characters? Determine if background is integral part of story. Identify overall mood of book. Try to describe the author’s writing style. Is it lyrical or academic? Is it austere or active? How much detail does the author provide about the characters’ lives and/or world? Are there any special subjects discussed in the book? i.e. Art world thefts; battle strategies; secrets of gamblers. 
Other


“A picture is worth a thousand words” –carefully look at cover. The artwork and typeface will give clues as to what book is about. The jacket blurb will help the Readers’ Advisor to determine pacing, story line, and frame. Use the title to help gauge the author’s intent. Notice the size of the book, number of pages and weight. Read the comments from other authors praising this book. 
The above is taken from Readers’ Advisory Service in the Public Library by Joyce G. Saricks and Nancy Brown.

Grateful acknowledgement is made to Joni Richards Bodart, Mary K. Chelton, Joyce Saricks and the members of Fiction-L -- “without whom, nothing.”

Compiled by Kaite Mediatore Stover, Readers’ Services Manager for the Central Library of Kansas City Public Library kaitestover@yahoo.com






